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Me he dedicado principalmente al estudio de la diversidad de anfibios y reptiles de
los Andes, la Amazonia y el Sahara. Los datos obtenidos me han servido para
estudiar la distribucién, clasificaciéon y evolucién de diversas especies, asi como para
delimitar y describir numerosas especies y para apoyar estrategias de conservacion.
Me he interesado también por la historia de la clasificacién biolégica y por los
cambios ideolégicos que influyen en como nos relacionamos con el resto de los seres
vivos. Mi doctorado me llevd a Sudamérica y al Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales
de Madrid. Tras doctorarme por la Universidad de Granada fui postdoctoral en la
Universidad de Uppsala y luego en el American Museum of Natural History de Nueva
York. Durante cuatro afios dirigi el Departamento de Anfibios y Reptiles del Carnegie
Museum of Natural History (Pittsburgh, PA). Posteriormente fui profesor en la
Universidad de la Ciudad de Nueva York (CUNY) y en New York University (NYU), en
imparti un curso sobre filosofia de la clasificacion bioldgica en la escuela de
graduados del American Museum of Natural History. Actualmente imparto Desarrollo
Conceptual de la Biologia, Zoologia, y Biologia Marina en la Universidad de Granada y
soy investigador asociado de la Divisidon de Vertebrados del American Museum of
Natural History de Nueva York.

Most of my research consisted of species inventories in the Andes, the Amazon and
the Sahara. | used data obtained in the field to study the distribution, classification
and evolution of many species, and to support conservation programs. Many new
species were discovered and named along the way. | am also interested in the
history of biological classification and our ideologies about nature and some of my
work dwells into the philosophy of science and ethics. For my PhD | divided time
between South America, the Natural History Museum in Madrid and UGR. For
postdoctoral research | went first to Uppsala University and later to the American
Museum of Natural History in New York. For four years | oversaw the Department of
Amphibians and Reptiles at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. Subsequently |
taught biology at The City University of New York and New York University and a PhD
course on the philosophy of classification at the Richard Gilder Graduate School of
the American Museum. | currently teach Conceptual Development of Biology, General
Zoology and Marine Biology at the University of Granada, and I'm research associate
at the Division of Vertebrate Zoology of the American Museum of Natural History in
New York City.

Lineas de investigacién

* Sistematica, conservacién, evolucién y biogeografia de anfibios y reptiles
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* Filosofia de la clasificacién biolégica
* Seguimiento y conservacion de fauna marina

Publicaciones mas relevantes

* JM Padial, | De la Riva. 2021. A paradigm shift in our view of species drives
current trends in biological classification. Biological Reviews 96, 731-751.

* | De la Riva, JC Chaparro, S Castroviejo-Fisher, JM Padial. 2017.
Underestimated anuran radiations in the high Andes: five new species and a
new genus of Holoadeninae, and their phylogenetic relationships (Anura:
Craugastoridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 182, 129-172.

* N Goicoechea, DR Frost, | De la Riva, KCM Pellegrino, ] Sites Jr, MT Rodriguez,
JM Padial. 2016. Molecular systematics of teioid lizards
(Teioidea/Gymnophthalmoidea: Squamata) based on the analysis of 48 loci
under tree-alignment and similarity-alignment. Cladistics 32, 624-671.

* JM Padial, T Grant, DR Frost. 2014. Molecular systematics of terraranas
(Anura: Brachycephaloidea) with an assessment of the effects of alignment and
optimality criteria. Zootaxa 3825, 1-132.

* JM Padial, A Miralles, | De la Riva, M Vences. 2010. The integrative future of
taxonomy. Frontiers in Zoology 7, 1-14.

* JM Padial, I. De la Riva. 2006. Taxonomic inflation and the stability of species
lists: the perils of ostrich's behavior. Systematic Biology 55, 859-867.
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